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Carley Fortune's debut novel, Every Summer After, is a captivating and
nostalgic exploration of young love, summer memories, and the lasting
impact of the past on the present. Set against the idyllic backdrop of a
small coastal town, the novel follows the journey of two childhood friends,
Percy and Sam, as they navigate the complexities of their relationship and
the challenges of growing up.

Characters

Percy is a bright and ambitious young woman who has always harbored
feelings for her best friend, Sam. However, her insecurities and fear of
rejection have kept her from ever expressing her true feelings.

Sam is a charming and charismatic young man who is torn between his
loyalty to Percy and his growing attraction to a new girl in town. His struggle
to balance his feelings for both girls leads to a series of misunderstandings
and heartbreaks.

Griffin is a brooding and mysterious outsider who arrives in town and
quickly becomes a source of intrigue for both Percy and Sam. His
enigmatic nature and troubled past add a layer of complexity to the novel's
central love triangle.
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Setting

The novel is set in the fictional coastal town of Seaside, where the warm
summer days and salty ocean breeze provide a vibrant backdrop for the
characters' lives. The town's small-town atmosphere fosters a sense of
community and intimacy, while also magnifying the impact of secrets and
betrayals.

Themes

Young Love: Every Summer After is a poignant exploration of the
complexities of young love. The novel captures the intense emotions,
vulnerabilities, and insecurities that accompany first love, as well as the
challenges and rewards of navigating relationships in adolescence.

Summer Memories: The novel's title alludes to the powerful impact of
summer memories on our lives. Fortune beautifully portrays the way in
which these experiences can shape our identities, relationships, and future
choices. The summers spent in Seaside become a touchstone for the
characters, a time and place where their lives and hearts were forever
intertwined.

Coming-of-Age: Every Summer After is also a coming-of-age story, as the
characters navigate the challenges of growing up and figuring out who they
are. The novel explores the complexities of friendship, betrayal, family
dynamics, and self-discovery.

Forgiveness and Second Chances: The novel also touches on the
themes of forgiveness and second chances. The characters must confront
their past mistakes and find a way to move forward, both individually and



as a group. The novel ultimately offers a message of hope and redemption,
suggesting that it is never too late to make amends and find happiness.

Carley Fortune's Every Summer After is a beautifully written and
emotionally resonant novel that captures the bittersweet magic of young
love and summer memories. The novel's relatable characters, evocative
setting, and thoughtful exploration of universal themes make it a compelling
read for anyone who has ever experienced the joys and heartbreaks of first
love and the enduring power of summer.
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