
Modern Sudanese Poetry: An Anthology of
African Poetry
Modern Sudanese poetry is a vibrant and diverse genre that has emerged
from the rich and complex history of Sudan, a country located in
northeastern Africa. Sudanese poets write in both Arabic and English, and
their work reflects the country's diverse cultural and linguistic heritage.
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Historical Context

The history of modern Sudanese poetry is closely tied to the country's
colonial and post-colonial experiences. During the colonial period, Sudan
was ruled by both the British and the Egyptians, and this had a profound
impact on the development of Sudanese literature. Sudanese poets began
to write in both Arabic and English, and they often used their work to
express their political and social views.
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After Sudan gained independence in 1956, the country experienced a
period of political instability and civil war. This had a negative impact on the
development of Sudanese poetry, as many poets were forced to flee the
country or were silenced by the government.

In the late 1990s, there was a revival of interest in Sudanese poetry, and a
number of new poets emerged. These poets began to write about a wide
range of topics, including the country's history, culture, and social issues.

Cultural Context

Sudanese poetry is influenced by a variety of cultural factors, including the
country's Islamic heritage, its African roots, and its colonial past. Sudanese
poets often write about their personal experiences of these different
cultures, and they explore the ways in which these cultures have shaped
their lives.

Sudanese poetry is also influenced by the country's oral tradition. Many
Sudanese poets began their careers as singers or storytellers, and their
work often reflects this oral tradition.

Linguistic Context

As mentioned above, Sudanese poets write in both Arabic and English.
Arabic is the official language of Sudan, but English is also widely spoken,
especially in the urban areas.

The choice of language often reflects the poet's audience and purpose.
Poets who write in Arabic are often writing for a Sudanese audience, while
poets who write in English are often writing for an international audience.



Prominent Poets

There are a number of prominent Sudanese poets who have made
significant contributions to the genre. These poets include:

Al-Tayeb Salih (1929-2009) was one of the most important Sudanese
writers of the 20th century. He wrote both novels and short stories, and
his work often explored the themes of identity and alienation.

Abdelaziz Baraka Sakin (born 1963) is one of Sudan's most celebrated
poets. He has won numerous awards for his work, which often
explores the themes of exile and displacement.

Hafez Al-Mirghani (born 1965) is a Sudanese poet who writes in both
Arabic and English. His work is often characterized by its lyrical beauty
and its exploration of personal and spiritual themes.

Safia Elhillo (born 1989) is a Sudanese-American poet who writes in
English. Her work is often characterized by its experimentalism and its
exploration of the themes of identity and belonging.

Anthology of African Poetry

In 2019, an anthology of Sudanese poetry was published by the African
Poetry Book Fund. This anthology, titled *Modern Sudanese Poetry*,
includes the work of over 30 Sudanese poets, both established and
emerging. The anthology provides a comprehensive overview of the vibrant
and diverse landscape of modern Sudanese poetry.

The anthology is divided into three sections:

*The Pioneers* features the work of poets who were born before
1956, the year of Sudan's independence.



*The Generation of Independence* features the work of poets who
were born between 1956 and 1989, the year the National Islamic Front
(NIF) took power in Sudan.

*The New Generation* features the work of poets who were born after
1989.

The anthology includes a wide range of poetic styles and voices, and it
provides a valuable insight into the rich and diverse landscape of modern
Sudanese poetry.

Significance

The publication of *Modern Sudanese Poetry* is a significant event in the
history of Sudanese literature. It is the first major anthology of Sudanese
poetry to be published in English, and it provides a comprehensive
overview of the genre. The anthology is also significant because it
showcases the work of a diverse range of Sudanese poets, both
established and emerging.

The anthology is a valuable resource for scholars, students, and anyone
interested in African literature. It is a testament to the rich and vibrant
literary tradition of Sudan, and it is sure to inspire a new generation of
Sudanese poets.
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