
Muhammad's Early Life and Prophethood:
Explained From Key Islamic Commentaries
And Contemporary Historical Research

The Critical Qur'an: Explained from Key Islamic
Commentaries and Contemporary Historical Research
by Robert Spencer

4.7 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 1705 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 1262 pages

Prophet Muhammad, the founder of Islam, is a pivotal figure in world
history. His life and teachings have shaped the beliefs and practices of
millions of people across the globe. Understanding Muhammad's early life
and the inception of his prophethood is crucial for comprehending the
origins and development of Islam.

This article delves into the historical context and events that surrounded
Muhammad's life, drawing upon key Islamic commentaries and
contemporary historical research. It explores the social, religious, and
political conditions of Arabia in the 6th century CE, the challenges faced by
Muhammad, and the spiritual experiences that led to his proclamation as a
prophet.
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Historical Context

Muhammad was born in Mecca, a prominent trading hub in western Arabia,
around 570 CE. The city was home to the Kaaba, a sacred shrine that was
revered by the Arabian tribes. The society was predominantly polytheistic,
with each tribe worshipping its own gods and deities.

Arabia at the time was fragmented into numerous tribes, engaged in
constant warfare and rivalry. There was no central authority, and the rule of
law was weak. The people of Mecca were known for their mercantile spirit
and their ability to organize large-scale торговые караваны.

Muhammad's Early Life

Muhammad was orphaned at a young age and was raised by his uncle,
Abu Talib. He worked as a shepherd and a merchant, traveling extensively
throughout Arabia. During his travels, he encountered various religions and
cultures, including Christianity and Judaism.

Muhammad was known for his honesty, integrity, and compassion. He was
troubled by the social injustice and idolatry prevalent in Meccan society,
and he sought solace in meditation and contemplation.

The Night of Power and the First Revelation

In 610 CE, Muhammad retreated to a cave on Mount Hira, outside Mecca,
for meditation. It was during this time that he received his first revelation
from the angel Gabriel. The revelation, known as the Night of Power,
marked the beginning of Muhammad's prophethood.

According to Islamic tradition, Gabriel appeared to Muhammad and recited
verses from the Quran, the holy book of Islam. The verses instructed



Muhammad to proclaim the oneness of God and to warn his people of the
consequences of idolatry.

Muhammad's Preaching and the Meccan Opposition

Muhammad initially shared his revelations with a small group of followers,
including his wife Khadijah and his close friend Abu Bakr. As his teachings
spread, he faced opposition from the Meccan elite, who saw his message
as a threat to their traditional beliefs and economic interests.

The Meccans subjected Muhammad and his followers to persecution,
including economic sanctions, physical violence, and social ostracism.
However, Muhammad remained steadfast in his mission, preaching the
message of Islam and calling for social justice and equality.

The Hijrah and the Establishment of Medina

In 622 CE, the persecution in Mecca intensified, and Muhammad and his
followers were forced to flee the city. They migrated to Medina, a city in
northern Arabia, where they established the first Islamic community.

In Medina, Muhammad played a key role in uniting the warring tribes and
establishing a just and equitable society based on Islamic principles. He
established a constitution, known as the Covenant of Medina, which
outlined the rights and responsibilities of Muslims and non-Muslims.

Muhammad's early life and the inception of his prophethood were marked
by profound spiritual experiences, social challenges, and political struggles.
Drawing upon key Islamic commentaries and contemporary historical
research, we have gained a comprehensive understanding of the historical



context, the events that shaped his mission, and the enduring legacy of his
teachings.

Muhammad's message of Islam, built on the principles of monotheism,
social justice, and compassion, continues to inspire and motivate millions of
people worldwide. His life and teachings serve as a testament to the power
of faith, the indomitable spirit of an individual, and the transformative impact
of divine revelation.
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