
Why Nathuram Vinayak Godse Killed Mahatma
Gandhi: A Comprehensive Analysis
Mahatma Gandhi, the revered leader of India's independence movement
and a global icon of peace, was assassinated on January 30, 1948, by
Nathuram Vinayak Godse, a Hindu nationalist. The motive behind Godse's
act has been the subject of much debate and historical scrutiny.

Godse's Ideology and Path to Assassination

Nathuram Vinayak Godse was born in 1910 in Maharashtra, India. He grew
up in a devout Hindu household and became involved in right-wing Hindu
nationalist organizations at a young age. Godse developed a strong belief
in Hindu supremacy and was convinced that Gandhi's advocacy for non-
violence and religious tolerance was detrimental to India's interests.
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After India gained independence from British rule in 1947, Godse felt that
Gandhi had betrayed the Hindu cause by dividing India into Muslim-
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majority Pakistan and Hindu-majority India. He believed that Gandhi's
pacifism had allowed Muslims to gain a disproportionate amount of power
and that the partition of India had weakened the nation.

Godse's Opposition to Gandhi's Policies

Godse specifically objected to Gandhi's advocacy for the Muslim
community, which he saw as a threat to Hindu dominance. He believed that
Gandhi's insistence on non-violence prevented Hindu nationalists from
taking necessary action against Muslims who had oppressed them during
the partition. Additionally, he resented Gandhi's support for the Indian
National Congress, which he viewed as a socialist and anti-Hindu
organization.

Triggering Events

The immediate trigger for Godse's decision to assassinate Gandhi was a
series of events that heightened tensions between Hindus and Muslims in
the months leading up to the assassination.

In Delhi, a wave of communal riots had erupted in the wake of India's
partition. Godse believed that the police were biased towards Muslims and
that Gandhi's inaction had allowed the violence to escalate. In addition,
Gandhi had been fasting to promote peace and harmony, which was seen
by some as a sign of weakness and appeasement of Muslims.

Godse's Plan and Assassination

Godse and his accomplices planned the assassination for several months.
They acquired a pistol and studied Gandhi's daily routines. On the fateful
day of January 30, 1948, Godse approached Gandhi as he was walking to



a prayer meeting in Delhi. He fired three shots at Gandhi, point-blank,
killing him instantly.

Aftermath and Trial

Godse was arrested immediately after the assassination. He refused to
deny his guilt and defended his actions as necessary to save India from
Gandhi's perceived treachery. The trial lasted for over a year and garnered
widespread attention both in India and internationally.

Godse was found guilty of murder and sentenced to death by hanging. He
was executed on November 15, 1949. Godse's assassination of Gandhi
remains one of the most controversial and debated events in Indian history.

Motives and Legacy of Godse's Assassination

Religious and Nationalist Motives

Godse's primary motive for killing Gandhi was his deep-seated belief in
Hindu supremacy and his opposition to Gandhi's advocacy for religious
tolerance and non-violence. He saw Gandhi's policies as a betrayal of
Hindu interests and a threat to India's national identity.

Personal and Political Grievances

In addition to his ideological motives, Godse also harbored personal and
political grievances against Gandhi. He resented Gandhi's support for the
Indian National Congress, which he viewed as a socialist and anti-Hindu
organization.

Godse also believed that Gandhi had not done enough to protect the
interests of Hindu refugees who had been displaced during the partition of



India. He felt that Gandhi's pacifism had allowed Muslims to gain a
disproportionate amount of power in post-independence India.

Legacy and Impact

Godse's assassination of Gandhi had a profound impact on India's history
and society. It shocked the nation and undermined public trust in the
country's newfound independence. Gandhi's death also led to a
widespread crackdown on Hindu nationalist organizations and the
suppression of right-wing extremism in India.

In the years since Gandhi's assassination, Godse's legacy has remained
controversial. Some view him as a martyr who sacrificed his life for the
cause of Hindu nationalism. Others condemn him as a murderer who
betrayed one of India's greatest leaders.

The assassination of Mahatma Gandhi by Nathuram Vinayak Godse was a
complex and tragic event that forever altered the course of Indian history.
Driven by a deep belief in Hindu supremacy and his opposition to Gandhi's
policies, Godse took the extreme step of killing a man who was revered as
the father of the nation.

While Godse's motives were highly ideological, they were also influenced
by personal and political grievances. The legacy of his act continues to
divide opinion in India, with some viewing him as a martyr and others
condemning him as a murderer. Understanding the full context of the
assassination requires a comprehensive examination of the historical
circumstances, religious tensions, and political ideologies that shaped this
pivotal moment in India's history.
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