
Wordsworth and the Enlightenment Idea of
Pleasure: Cambridge Studies in Romanticism

Abstract

This article explores the relationship between William Wordsworth and the
Enlightenment idea of pleasure. Wordsworth was a Romantic poet who
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was deeply influenced by the Enlightenment, and his work often reflects the
Enlightenment's emphasis on reason, nature, and individual experience.
However, Wordsworth also critiqued some of the Enlightenment's ideas,
particularly its focus on pleasure as the highest good. In this article, I argue
that Wordsworth's poetry offers a complex and nuanced understanding of
pleasure, one that is both indebted to and critical of the Enlightenment
tradition.
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The Enlightenment was a philosophical movement that flourished in Europe
in the 18th century. The Enlightenment thinkers believed that reason and
science could be used to improve the human condition. They also believed
that pleasure was the highest good, and that individuals should strive to
maximize their pleasure.

William Wordsworth was a Romantic poet who was born in 1770. He was
deeply influenced by the Enlightenment, and his work often reflects the
Enlightenment's emphasis on reason, nature, and individual experience.

FREE

https://graphicnovel.mamanbook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6Ilk0NDRYblEwOG9RRGh4clN1XC9OaUY1SW5xU1ozVE1mRG1jc2REV3cxdDZIK1Qwb2dxbTVWdGNtT1V2b3BMNXZiQU9sVFJ3T0tvXC92cm9PdnYyenZsMjhTck1QMTFBd0dEWklSMzM0OVpuSk5MKzF3NFpLMGE4WCtyVXB4QmJNTHlFRzNSYnM2V3U4VitmTHdXU2x4YUdhWU92MElJTEw5SE94YnN2RDl3bE5CTW1nK2pJWk9qM09BeUtNOTY0YlNabWxlanIrSG0xcjFUSFM2YVJvajNHVDBUMUE2Tmt4T0NlUm1iZlhHUlU0dz0iLCJpdiI6IjNiNWU2MDA5NjAyMjgxOTAzMjUzMzUyZmJkNmIyMzFhIiwicyI6IjUwMDg4NDhlZWJkZTU2Y2UifQ%3D%3D
https://graphicnovel.mamanbook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6InBSdTMrTkxsSEl0Y1NOY0RpZVJRcUM2NUpXZGJQeEN4S1g5TlBqaUpWaHByaDR6ZmJUcEVjdG81anJBRXN0bHB3OWttMW5URTY0c0NENTlIbGJBVDFPdW5ra2V0MnNPTGYyWGw1N01LZEIwbGl0U3d1YWxQYU9qRm1cLzlOTmpockpsdlhUcEs1SnNlSTc1TTJDektXTVI3VjhVNGtMSThDU0R5XC9OSCtBRWlYQm5yS3Z0VWE1c0hkbDVqdGo2NzBBNFVmdGY3bW1uSGIzMlRjSlgyeHk2MDhVZFhvVU5ZVzFSQzlFTTlnSDZxQT0iLCJpdiI6IjRlYWY0MmZkMDMzZjg5OWU4YjAyNDczOWNkMWMwZjM0IiwicyI6ImVjZWE4MGM0YjA0YjA0NDYifQ%3D%3D
https://graphicnovel.mamanbook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IjFoaTArZkZvY05tRnZoXC9xck5EQ2pUTldCQU1GaEZycnc0d3pabXJRWUJjMHVoZzlteExOcnBENkdsbGltRHdLVUt0N0c0OUFrWUlDclNtajZUY1hBanZLU2N4V0hCQnVISHZUVmd3VElGXC9ETVNIOGpxYVRjVVlWaGxRXC9scGtUdUtEQWJQOW9MdDR1S292OFNPMkpRSG14czI1RXZsbzROeVAwVWp1ZktzVWE5UlwvbVZ5cVpENUZYdXhrTTVvMWFsZW8zME9pdkNncFhhWFwvelpPQldlQVNhVWNmVTU0QiswbjdwZ2xoOWNJST0iLCJpdiI6ImQ3MWE1NzBmYjg4M2Q2YjM2MTQzZTMxNzVkZTUwMjhmIiwicyI6IjI0YmNjMTQ4OGNkMzdkNWEifQ%3D%3D


However, Wordsworth also critiqued some of the Enlightenment's ideas,
particularly its focus on pleasure as the highest good.

In this article, I will explore the relationship between Wordsworth and the
Enlightenment idea of pleasure. I will first discuss the Enlightenment's view
of pleasure. I will then discuss Wordsworth's poetry, and how it reflects both
the Enlightenment's influence and Wordsworth's own critique of the
Enlightenment.

The Enlightenment's View of Pleasure

The Enlightenment thinkers believed that pleasure was the highest good.
They argued that individuals should strive to maximize their pleasure, and
that the best way to do this was to use reason and science to improve the
human condition.

The Enlightenment thinkers also believed that pleasure was a natural right.
They argued that all individuals had the right to pursue their own
happiness, and that no one should be prevented from ng so.

The Enlightenment's view of pleasure was based on the philosophy of
utilitarianism. Utilitarianism is a moral theory that states that the best action
is the one that produces the greatest happiness for the greatest number of
people. The Enlightenment thinkers believed that maximizing pleasure was
the best way to achieve this goal.

Wordsworth's Poetry

Wordsworth's poetry is often characterized by its focus on nature, individual
experience, and the imagination. Wordsworth believed that nature was a
source of beauty and inspiration, and that individuals could find happiness



by communing with nature. He also believed that the imagination was a
powerful force that could help individuals to transcend the limitations of
their everyday lives.

Wordsworth's poetry is also marked by its use of simple language and
everyday speech. Wordsworth believed that poetry should be accessible to
everyone, and that it should not be confined to the elite.

In his poetry, Wordsworth often explores the relationship between pleasure
and nature. He argues that true pleasure can only be found in nature, and
that the pursuit of pleasure for its own sake is ultimately unsatisfying.

Wordsworth also critiques the Enlightenment's focus on reason and
science. He argues that reason and science can only provide us with a
limited understanding of the world, and that we must also rely on our
emotions and our imagination.

Wordsworth's poetry offers a complex and nuanced understanding of
pleasure. He is indebted to the Enlightenment tradition, but he also
critiques some of its ideas. Wordsworth's poetry suggests that true
pleasure can only be found in nature and in the human heart.
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